ia—drug that blocks pain or.causes 2 loss of sensa’uon

dxce or *: Jiscrimination agamst Jewish people
d cefusal to 4O busmess with a pexson OF group )

er'naitorium——fumace in w\nch'.dead boches are burned or the
- building contaimng it

! dxscnmma’uo n—unjust treatment based on @ petson

’s 1ACE, feligioﬁ,’-
gendex sexual pxefelence, or age - ' '

emxgrate——to leave @ country to settle 10 @ _ apother county P eﬁﬁénehﬂy" :

s evac'uate’to move away from a axea of {0 empty a place O thing -

'extermination»— gettmg rid of someﬂnng ox someoné by killing

enocide——systemahc xtermm'\t\on of zﬂl ora lalge por’uon ofa national, )
(acia), religious, or ethnic grovp

: 1mm1grated-setﬂed in a new country o ‘

B mtegxated—~ combmed
hberated/ set free

" ostracu.ed/ e*'{ch\ded from a group _

persecutlonf—un{au or cmd h_eatment ofa person o1 gr,oup of people

T

pogtorn/ orgmxzed attack fwf\mst mmonty

e 1 group, pf\r’ucu\aﬂy
ewish peopi®

Py
:.:4-"'.._;' e

, xef\lgees—fpeople who ate forced to leave thelr homes & becé'\'use of-.
o pemecuhon, war, OF natural disastex

Ppnsor—‘someone who pays for another s pass'\cre to anew country and

. promises that the pexson WO 't become 2 burden on the govemment.

Thlrd .Reichﬂ. official pame of the Nazi regnne that nﬂed Germany
o dio i '

msardocument that petmits a citizen of one  country 0 travel to and ffo"
nother country ' 4
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CHILDREN OF THE. HOLOCAUST WEE ACTIVITY
NAME __HR

Activity 1: Children of the Holocaust
- +look over vocabllary and read / listen to book

Activity 2: Holocaust Scenes : _

“You will be handed a-*badge’ which identifies you as a certain ‘type’ of prisoner. Do not alter
the badge in anyway. Listen & look for the type of badge you have been given on the poster.
After viewing and listéning to the different types of badges answer the following questions:

1. What kind of prisbnerdoes your badge indicate?

2. Do you think some prisoners were treated worse or better according to their badge?

3. Justify your answer to #2. _

You are going to visit 3 different websites (below) and take a virtual tour of Germany in 1943.
Choose any three photographs from each of the 3 websites, and complete the following
instructions for each.

Auschwitz and Birkenau

Birkenau

Mauthausen

Photograph #1:

..Photograph Description:
Information given about photograph:
_ What reactions do'y_,ou have to this photograph?
What emotions and thoughts are provoked by thié photograph?

Photoqgraph #2:

Photograph Description:
info'rmaﬁon‘. given about photograph:

‘What reactions.do you have to this'photograph?

What emotions and thoughts are provoked hy this photograph?




Photograph #3,

Photograph Description:
Information given aboutphotograph:
. What reactions do yo‘u have to this photograph?

What emotions and fhoug_hts are provoked by this: phﬁﬁ_@_graph?

- Activity 3: Forget Me.Not Children .

You will be handed a picture of a child or young adult. Look at the picture closely without
turning the page over. When you look at a picture you usually get some kind of i lmpressmn
about a person. Answer the following questions about your chlld

1. What do.y_ou think this child was like?
2. How old is this child an'd. what country did he / she come from?
3. What kind of family do you think this child came frpm?
4. Whét do you think happened to this child?
Now, turn fhe page over and read the actual biography of this chiid. Answer the following
questions and then we will share their stories.
1. What wasrthis child like?
2. How old was this child and what country did he / she come from?
3. What kind of family did he ! she think comé from?
A, Wha#hﬁp};,ened to this éhnd?

Write a (page in length) reflection (oh separate piece of paper & attach it to this wis) of the
assignments -you havagompleted on this topic. Include everything you experienced and
thought while listening, reading and viewing the material shown. Answer the question:
What have you learned about this period of history? What have you learned about peaple?
Why should we study this unit in Socnal Studies class'? _
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Preface

wa n.omm an .Pamﬂ.mp:cv,on: politician named Adolf H.m,mnn..rnnpao the
chancellor of Germany. Hitler was the leader of the National Socialist
Onﬂ:a: Workers Party—the Nazi Party. H.HEQ was bitterly nscnmnuzco

..:,,.‘nsm blamed the Jews for Germany’s ecoriomic m_.oEan.,

.nnznm. a inmnnn race. The Aryans included Onnggm with fair skin, blond

: _,rEa‘ and blue eyes. Hitler believed .Wim were the enemy of the Aryans,

and he developed a plan to isolate and kill them. Hitler called his plan the

H.,E&._Mmonou of the .Ti_mr Question. -
o .,.“ “With Hitler in power, life for Jewish vnoEn in Germany became

EanmEm_v. difficult and dangerous. By the mid-1930s, Jewish businesses

were boycotted and vandalized. .ﬁniamr,ﬂngpﬁ were forced to Emna@

Jrnamn?nm by ino:um the Star of David on their clothing. ung:mr children
_ .inan.nx@n:nm from German schools. Jews were forced to leave their homes
. and live in certain areas, apart from Aryans, and they lost their German
| citizenship. Hitler’s police beat and killed some Jews on the streets.
The Nazis sent Ez.mos.m of Jews to concentration camps in many
_ parts of Europe. Some camps were killing centers; others were prison
‘and forced-labor camps. Prisoners were beaten and subjected to painful
experiments in which they could be maimed or killed. Survival was rare.
Prisoners who were not killed in the gas chambers or shot rw quards
often died of starvation or illness. Besides Jews, the camps held political
prisoners, homosexuals, unrompv.m Witnesses, disabled people, and mno.En
who were called gypsies. _
. H..H_znn.m troops invaded Austria, Czechoslovakia, and HuorEm and
.m._.pann and Great Britain declered war on Germany September 3, 1939.
World War II became a fight between the Allies—led by mnpbno‘ Great
Britain, the United States, and the Soviet GEo:IB& the Axis powers of
OE.BE&.‘ Italy, and Japan.
- Until their defeat in 1945, the Nazis killed 11 million people in more
: Epn a dozen countries. Six million were Jews—two-thirds of the Jewish

mowﬁnco.b in Europe. More than a million Jewish children were killed.

- This genocide became known as the Holocaust.

s .H.mzn_. &ns& of vowEncum.“mE.ovn with 533 members of irn" he’

Thomas survived because he SE Nazi officers that he was able to So% He FHH..

233 about the fate of the other children:

Adolf Hitler

all of the children in the ghetto were taken from their families.




We learned later that ... nw.oﬁ 30 .ﬂ:ma children ... %S.m first

locked up in a nearby house. H....Sﬂ,: there, in the late afternoon,
they were taken to the Jewish cemetery, where they were killed.

We heard afterward that the soldiers used hand grenades to

murder them. -

It’s difficult ﬁn.v tell ?m mﬁoaw of Hoiar ornmamw n_cmb.m the
Jolocaust because few survived the experience. Widespread
sersecution of Jews began as mo.on as Adolf Hitler came to power. °
\s the Nazis worked to' make their empire, called the Third Reich,
‘udenfrei—free of Jews—]Jewish people experienced ever-increasing
pressure. Jews were persecuted, beaten, imprisoned, and killed.

Later Jews all across Nazi-controlled Europe were ﬂmnmwoﬁam to
concentration o.m:dwwv .s&oﬂm many of them were worked to aom_m._ in
the service of the Reich. Exceptions were made for the very old, the
very young, and anyone else considered unfit for hard labor. Usually
they were killed upon arrival at the camps.

At the start of World War II, about 1.6 million Jewish children
were :,ium in Europe. Fewer than one in 10 of them survived

Hitler’s reign of terror. More than 100,000 did survive, however—

through a combination of mﬁdbmﬁrwﬁgmgmmmy the help of others,

‘and—more often than not—simple good luck.

Mounting Pressure

Anti-Semitism—prejudice or discrimination against Jewish people—
is one of the defining owmamoﬁanmc_ﬁ of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi
Party. When ?m Nazis came to power, there were Jewish people
throughout Europe. For many of them, the growing and violent
anti-Semitism oma,:m as a shock.

Hilde Scheraga, who was born in Frankfurt am Main,
Germany, was 3 years oi when Hitler came to power in HOww..:m‘aoB
that moment on our mmmmbv\ would be controlled by the most evil
man who m.<mn.:<mnr= she said after the war. “He hated the Jews and
was intent on getting rid of them. If he could not get rid of them by .
forcing them to move from Germany then he would have them mrmﬁ
or H“nc&mamm in [gas chambers]. We did not yet know this. We .&m
not yet know that our destiny was to be murdered, that our crime
was being Jewish, and that our punishment was death.”

On April 1, 1933, the Nazis ordered a boycott of Jewish
businesses in Germany. It was their first nationwide action against
the Jewish Germans. Lists of Jewish-owned businesses were
&WE@E& in every town. The word Jude— German for “Jew’—was
painted on signs that were mm,._x& to storefronts. The Star of David
and swastikas were wmwmﬁ& on store windows. Crude messages such

as “Don’t Buy from Jews” and “The Jews Are Our Misfortune” were

five]



written on storefronts. Just in case shoppers didn’t get the message,
members of the Nazi Party’s private army—the Sturmabteilung

(SA)~—were stationed in front of Jewish shops to discourage people

from entering. Despite these efforts, howevet, the boycott was not

very successful and was abandoned after just one day. The failure
did not end Nazi pressure, though. In mmoﬁ. things steadily got worse.
Over the following weeks and years, the Nazis imposed laws
_ ﬁr.mﬁ among other things, limited where Jews could work and go

to school. In 1934 and 1935, Jewish Germans lost the right to go

to many public places, including hotels, theaters, restaurants, and
sports arenas. Jewish doctors were not allowed to treat non-Jewish
patients. Jewish attorneys no longer could practice law.

Jewish youngsters also lost the normal joys of childhood. The

were no longer allowed to visit movie theaters, parks, or swimmin,

pools. Most of their non-Jewish friends no longer spoke to them.

Ursula WOmonmoE.w who was 7 _V\mma old when Hitler came to powes

remembers when she first realized that moq.pmm&nm was terribly

wrong. It was the day her mother had planned to have 2 birthday
party for her. |

“The table was set. ... I was sort of very excited,” Rosenfeld ]ai
said. “Nobody came. Not a single child came to this E&&m&@.m&
And so, that was the first terrible blow to me. I know it sounds E&
but it was the first sort of oonHmrmnmmou for a child to understand
that you're o_mqmoﬁmnr that there’s something different about you.”

Of course there was no?ﬁm different about Ursula and other
Jewish children, but v&.:m ignored Sm,m awful. However, it was ofte;
vmnoa. than the alternative. Jack Hellman rmm. vivid memories of r,m‘
non-Jewish o?..EHa: treated him. _
“I feared every day,” he said. “T just was most cnme&\ going to

school. [Once when] I was walking on the street, six or seven vowm

came, called me Hmé bastard,” and then attacked me and threw me



- declared that Jewish Germans were not o:m_um:%m .

through a plate-glass window. I was cut severely, and I had to go to

the hospital for stitching and I didn’t want to go to the school there’

”

m.:v\ﬂoﬁ. - just felt that I was threatened constantly.

G-

e

eptember 15, 1935, aniti-Semitic discrimination in -
Germany was formalized in the Z:HEWQWP»?«.}HWWE,S :

55 prohibited

them from marrying non-Jews or even employing Aryans as

household help.

- Under the Nuremberg Laws, a Jew was not mnmsnmw,

"as someone belonging to a particular religious - .

~group. The Nazis considered Jews a separate—and.

nferior—ethnic group. Anyone who had three or ».oE.

Hn&mr .m_.n.i%e.n:nm was considered a Jew, whethe:

that person practiced the Jewish religion or not. Even

. * The Nazis’ goal at the time was to make Germany judenfrei.
They were not yet focused on killing every Jewish person they
“could. By making life difficult for Jewish people, the Nazis hoped
9@ would force them to leave the country. The plan worked, to an
m..w.ﬁm,uﬁ About 282,000 Jews left Germany from January 1933 through
.m.,wwﬁma_umﬂ 1939. Still, more than 200,000 remained.

. w:ﬁ emigration in the late 1930s became more difficult. Some
mé_..,m..im:ﬁmm to leave Germany and its neighboring countries, but

ey ws\.mﬂo unable to. A Jewish person who wanted to leave Germany
mm to have a sponsor in the country where he or she was going.

Then he or she had to get a visa from that country to be allowed in,

as well as an exit permit from the Nazis. All of this paperwork had
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retnernber sort of in my :mm.P I heard that refrain, “Youre
leaving, you're leaving, you're leaving,” and 1 watched their
faces, and tears were streaming down their ,nmn,m. down their
cheeks, and 1 knew then these people really a<m_.3m‘ this is
why they

7.

Te mmse.:m me away.

—Hedy Epstein, a German child who was 14 years old when
she became part of the Kindertransport R

leave Nazi-controlled areas in Europe to be H&oomﬁ& in Britain.
The program became known as the Kindertransport. Kinder is th
German word for children.

The movement of the children began in December 1938. Hw.:
last group left September 1, 1939—two days before Britain entered
World War II. During that time about 10,000 children traveled oul
Nazi Germany, Austria, Poland, and Czechoslovakia to Great Brit:
Each child came alone, with just one sultcase, a small bag, and a si
with a number hanging from a string around his or her neck.

For the parents, the decision to send a child away without
knowing where he or she would end up—or whether they would
ever see the child again—was agonizing. By 1938, however, many
parents were beginning to realize that it might be their children’s
only chance for survival. Franzi Groszmann sent her 10-year-old

daughter Lore away. She never forgot how difficult that decision v




,\\ ) . -
\\A\ “The hurt is unbelievable” she said many years later. “That cannot
, be described.”

For the children, many of whom were too young to understand

.L what was happening, being forced to leave home was crushing. “The
parting was terrible,” remembers Ursula Rosenfeld. “That’s the one
. : thing I've never forgotten in all my life”

Life >=.E:u Strangers

The children who had sponsors—people who paid for their passage

and would provide a home—were sent to London. Many others were

sent to a summer vacation camp called Dovercourt Bay until a place
could be found for them. Many families opened their homes to the
Jewish children and treated them like their own children. But some
children had E‘%Wmmmﬂ experiences with hosts who were unkind

or who made them work as servants. Sometimes the children had a

difficult time adjusting to their hosts—and vice versa,

i «

_ - “None of the foster wmﬂoww with whom [ stayed, and there were

five of them, none of them could stand me for very Hobmm«ﬁmom:wnﬁ

i Lore Segal. “But all of them had the grace to take in a Jewish child

' § .

..H.Uov\ were not particularly warm; They did not love me. I did not
love them. Nevertheless, they did, as I say, what most of us don’t do

7

s.\Eor is to burden the household, the kitchen, the bedroom, and

B :
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couldn’t even go to the bathroom until it was safe to come out. “Most

of the time I felt [like] a zombie,” he recalled. Even though he was just

a little boy, Fred never complained—and he never made a sound.-

The Pain of Surviving . ’

After ﬁrm war Alice Melcer was reunited with her parents, who had

survived imprisonment at Auschwitz and U.mormc. Then 5 years
...oaV she had a'hard time cnmoaﬁm:&:m what was happening, When
~ Alice saw her mother again, Julia had no hair, was terribly thin, and

- was dressed in rags. Alice wanted nothing to do with her. “I couldn’t

stand her touching me,” she said. “What she looked like when she

-

came back! I didn’t believe that .m,rm was my mother.” ,

Moana Hilfman was 6 years old at the end of <<o&.m War IL
Her parents, like so many others, had been murdered in the Nazi
o.mn%m. The Vos family tried to adopt mum.,._.rﬁm girl, but they were
not allowed to do so because they Smam:.ﬁ, Jewish. The Jewish

' community felt very strongly that Jewish orphans mrocE be placed

with Jewish families. Ideally they would be placed with relatives.

Anne Frank was born in 1929 in Frankfurt,
Germany. She and her family fled to

Amsterdam, in ‘the Netherlands, soon after




1
In a case in'which no family members survived, a child would be
adopted by another Jewish family. Moana was sent to live with an
aunt and uncle who had survived the war. “Moana was a sister,”

Hetty said later. “When she was torn away, it was just that. She was

”

torn. She left a hole in our lives.
Aviva Sleslin was 9-months old when a rescuer smuggled her

out of a Lithuanian ghetto in a suitcase. She later summed up an

mwmaamnom shared by many hidden children: “Our childhoods
\
\
had wnmn marked by secrecy, fear, and overwhelming loss. Still, I

N

believe we were lucky. Not only had our rescuers saved our lives,

but through Yheir courage and generosity they had shown us, in the

”»

midst of evil, huranity at its very best.

\

| feared nothing, knew 83:9 cared-
abouat nothing. 1 forgot 1 rmn a Boﬁrm_, ,M :
| BBEmﬁmq forgot 1 ,:mm m:v&o@

g

lﬂ ova Friedman, n\:\& survi §\
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